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into any sort of order ; as it was, he had been
wonderfully successful. It will be remembered
that I was told at Mosul in 1913 that the majority of
Civil officials in the Baghdad and Basrah vilayets
were Turks, and this was true of all the responsible
officers, who naturally disappeared with the British
occupation, but the clerical staff were to a con-
siderable extent local, and their services proved of
the greatest value.
In those early days I naturally assumed, with
everyone else out there, that Mesopotamia would
be annexed to the British Empire, the only doubt
being whether it would come under India or not.
It seemed certain that to be a Political Officer during
the war would give a young officer a good chance of
embarking upon a fresh career as an administrator
in the new province, and this to some extent made up
for the disappointment of not being with the troops
in the field. On the soth November another recruit
to the Political Department arrived at Basrah in the
person of Mr. H. St. J. B> Philby, and we spent long
hours discussing the future and the best line of
approach to our new careers. Holland, the De-
puty Chief Political Officer, told us that one of us
would certainly go up-river while the other stayed
at Basrah, and he telegraphed to Sir Percy to know
which it was to be. No answer came for some days,
and in the meanwhile we had each discovered slight
leanings, luckily in opposite directions, Philby
wanting to go up and I to stay. Holland let Sir
Percy know this, and recommended that I should
be definitely posted to the Revenue Department at
Basrah, Sir Percy replied that Philby had better
stay at Basrah for the present, and it very soon
became clear that the capture of Baghdad was still